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September Highlights! 

 Preschool Begins September 5 and 6      

 Confirmation Starts September 6 

 Worship Services at 8:30 and 10:30 Begins September 10 

 Rally Day and Bless the Backpacks September 10 

 Adult Forum Begins September 10 

 Wednesday Morning Adult Education Begins September 13 

 Circle Bible Study September 14 

 New Member Session #1 September 17      

 Sanctuary Choir, Cherub Choir, Children’s Choir Begin 

 Chimes and Handbells Begin 

 Confirmation Service September 24 
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth… “See, the home 

of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their 

God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with 

them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be 

no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for 

the first things have passed away.” And the one who was 

seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 

 Revelation 21:1, 4-5 
 

In our Scripture passage for 
September 3, we come to the 
conclusion of our summer series 
that began with five weeks of 
preaching the Psalms followed 
with four weeks where the letter 
to the Ephesians was our focus. 
With verses from Revelation 21 
and 22 we finish our last four 
weeks of summer with the last 
book of Scripture.   

 

As we draw to a close our time with Revelation we 
see the promise of a new heaven and a new earth. In 
the second petition of our Lord’s Prayer, “Thy 
kingdom come,” we pray for God’s undeserved love 
to continue to come to us. We also pray in this 
petition that our King would empower and energize us 
to proclaim to a sin-sick world that Jesus Christ is our 
only hope, the only Savior from sin and hell. But there 
is more in these words of our Lord. When we pray, 
“Thy kingdom come,” we are also asking our Father 
to take us to Godself in heaven. All Christians, 
because of God’s undeserved love, become 
members of God’s kingdom of grace and will 
someday by God’s grace transfer their membership to 
God’s kingdom in glory, heaven.  
 

Jesus has returned to heaven to prepare a place for 
us. Because of Jesus’ death and rising again we look 
forward with certainty to being with him in heaven. In 
God’s good time we will be called out of this vale of 
tears to God in heaven to live and reign with Christ 
forever. In heaven there will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain for these things will have 
all passed away. As we wait for God to make “all 
things new” and for Christ’s heavenly kingdom to 
come to fruition we trust that the home of God is 
among mortals and that Christ is with us even as we 
wait and serve. Thanks be to God! 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 

Preschool Chatter 
School is almost back in session, and fall planning is  
under way. Please spread the word to friends and 
family that the Early Learning Center still has a few 
openings for this school year. We are open to families 
from the entire community.  It’s not too late to enroll! 
 

We thought we would reintroduce ourselves this 
month.  Our teaching staff consists of two teachers; 

Becky Kaphing has 17+ years as 
an Early Childhood teacher.  
Becky attended Dakota County 
Technical College.  She has two 
children Dominick and Makayla, 
both of whom are in high school 
this year.   
 

Lorelei Rein received her A.A.S 
degree in Early Childhood from 
Dakota County Technical College 
in May 2013.  She lives in Hastings 
and has 3 children  
 

We also have two phenomenal classroom assistants 
that round out our teaching staff. 
 

Stacy Peterson, also has her A.S. degree in Early 
Childhood and A.A.S. in Child Life 
from Dakota County Technical 
College in Early Childhood, (must 
be a good program!). Stacy lives 
in Cottage Grove and has 3 
children. 
 

Kari 
Vortherms. has 

over 17 years of Early Childhood 
experience.  Kari joined our team 
August 2016.  Kari lives in 
Hastings and has 2 children. 
 

As Director, I earned an 
Associate Degree from the 
College of Dupage, Illinois, and 
received my Early Child 
Development Degree from 
Dakota County Technical 
College.  Before coming to St. 
Philip’s in 2005, I spent two years 
as a preschool teacher in 

Rosemount.  My husband James teaches at Hastings 
High School, and we have a 19 year old son, Holden. 
 

My staff and I hope all the children from St. Phillip’s 
have a great school year. 
 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 
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Early in August we 
closed the books on 
July financials.  The 
Finance Team is 
happy to recap the 
following details. 
 
 

General and Miscellaneous Fund thru July 31, 2017:     
 

 Actual Budget Actual 
Year to Date:   7/17 7/17 7/16 
Income:   $308,341   $319,867   $304,394 
Expenses:  $272,353   $313,933   $275,550 
Over/(short): $35,988       $5,934 $28,844 
 

Capital Fund Year to Date: 
 $97,746   $103,414   $106,620 
 

Our students may be on summer vacation but our 
church continues to be busy. General Fund giving 
was a generous 121.7% of budget. Where does the 
money go after it is placed in the offering plate?  Here 
are a few highlights from the month of July. 
 

 Vacation Bible School had 95 students with 30+ 
daily volunteers. 

 

 Sixteen students, 2nd through 8th grades, went to 
camp at Green Lake or Shores of St. Andrew. 

 

 Seven hospital and four homebound/nursing 
home visits were made. 

 

 One family was visited in their home. 
 

 Three members of the community stopped by 
the church office seeking aid or a willing ear. 

 

 Three premarital counseling sessions and one 
pre-baptism meeting were held. 

 

Many thanks for your support in the ministry of St. 
Philip’s! 
 

 
ST. PHILIP’S YARN SHOP! During our 2017 garage 
sale we were gifted with a generous donation of yarn. 
Due to the large quantity, batches of yarn will be for 
sale on Sunday morning September 17 and October 
8.  The yarn is being stored at Bill and Vicki Pavlish’ 
home so you may also visit them to shop. There are 
acrylics of different weights, acrylic/wool blends, 
organic cotton, specialty and baby yarns, $1.00 per 
skein.  It’s time to gear up for your winter projects.  
Proceeds go to the garage sale!  Questions?  Contact 
Vicki at 437-1527.   
 
 

- AMONG OUR OWN - 
 

Congratulations to… 
Avery and Jacob Gauthier (children of Max 
Gauthier and Laurie Jacobs) blessings on their 
baptism. 
Keith and Brenda Johnson as they celebrate their 
35th anniversary September 18. 
Merle and Eloise Arndtson as they celebrate their 
60th anniversary September 22. 
 

Sympathies to… 
Family of Don Silber (brother-in-law of Lenora 
Holtorf) as they mourn his death 
Family of Jerry Johnson (brother of Avis Hunstad) 
as they mourn his death 
 

 
HELLO FROM THE NEW DIRECTOR OF 
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP - Greetings!  I am truly 
excited to be here at St. Philip’s.  I have already come 
to appreciate the joyful and welcoming spirit of this 
congregation, and can’t wait to start worshiping, 
learning, and growing with you.  By way of 
introduction, I grew up in Minnesota, where I met my 
wife of 14 years, Jennelle at Bethel University.  In 
2007 we moved to Baltimore (Jennelle is a dietitian, 
and she did her internship at Johns Hopkins).  While 
there, I served as a music director at a Lutheran 
church just south of the city.  That is where our 
daughter Kyrie (age 5) was born.  When I felt a call in 
to ministry, we moved to North Carolina so that I 
could attend Duke Divinity School.  While there we 
welcomed our son, Soren (age 22 months).  Now we 
are back in Minnesota so that I can study at Luther 
Seminary, and are currently expecting our third child, 
due at the beginning of January.   
 

I look forward to getting to know you all.  Please stop 
me and say hi!  Let me know if you play an instrument 
and are interested in sharing your gifts with the 
contemporary service. I also love a good 
conversation about comic books or beer brewing. 
 

Peace, 
Joel Hinck 
 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - Before you know 
it Christmas will be here and it will be time to pack 
those shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child!  With 
all the great Going Back to School sales going on 
now it is a great time to start shopping to fill those 
wonderful gift-filled shoeboxes!  More information and 
deadline timeline coming soon. 
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CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY - It is that time of year again.  
Circle Bible Study starts meeting on September 14. 
All interested people are invited. Circle meets the 
second Thursday of each month (September - May) 
at 9:30 am in the St. Philip's Youth Room. We start 
with coffee and fellowship, a short business meeting, 
followed by the Bible Study. All is done by 11:00-
11:30 am. We use the Bible Study found in the 
monthly "Gather" magazine. There are three extra 
copies in the WELCA mailbox by the church office 
every month. 
 

This year we start with a study of The Apostles’ 
Creed. Come join the fellowship. Any questions, call 
Susan Cruse at 651-437-1767. 
 

 
OUTDOOR CONCERT AND PIE Sunday, August 27 
at the LeDuc at 6:30 pm.  Thank you to all who have 
signed up to bring a pie, to work, or have given a 
donation for St. Philip's annual presence at the 
Outdoor Concert Series behind Historic LeDuc.  
Music by Darlene and the Boys will begin at 6:30 pm.  
You will find this music group to be very good and 
very entertaining. They perform regularly at the 
Minnesota State Fair. The music is of country style in 
modern toe tapping fashion.  Please come for pie and 
enjoy the music. Bring a chair and a couple dollars for 
St. Philip's wonderful pie offerings which will include 
ice cream, sodas floats, coffee and brownies.  Please 
bring your pies or brownies to the LeDuc between 
5:30 and 6 pm as serving starts EARLY. 
  
Proceeds from this event are given to Lutheran Social 
Service of MN for their work with homeless youth. St. 
Philip's is an ambassador congregation of LSS.  
 

Very important - in the event of rain the concert is 
held at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church on the east side 
of Vermillion at 6th Street.  
 

Questions may be directed to Camille Nelson or 
Glenda Schnirring. 
 

 

GARDEN FOODSHARE IS HAPPENING!  
FoodShare is an opportunity for gardeners to share 
the abundance from their garden with others.  You do 
not need to bring food to take food home – it is open 
to all.  It is a way to share “God’s Gifts from the 
Ground”.  A table is set up in the narthex where you 
may donate and/or pick up the food you will use. The 
program is sponsored by the Caring Ministries Team 
of St. Philip’s.  Volunteers are needed to help clean 
up the display table after the last worship service on 
Sundays. Sign up on the kiosk.  

NEW MEMBER SESSIONS ANNOUNCED - It's 
exciting to announce the fall new member sessions 
for people wishing to join this wonderful St. Philip's 
congregation.  Two information sessions are being 
planned which are highly encouraged for anyone 
interested in joining to attend. 
 

Session 1 - Sunday, September 17, 11:45 am. A 
short introductory session which includes a tour of the 
building and getting acquainted describes this 
session. It is one hour or less.  Children are welcome.  
 

Session 2 - Sunday, October 1, 11:45 am. A more 
thorough explanation about St. Philip's with its 
leaders and fellow members. Materials are received 
and a lunch is served by the Fellowship Committee. 
Children are welcome.  All those interested are asked 
to complete a data form for the office records which 
can be done on this day or in advance. (the form is on 
the Welcome Center counter, and can be left in the 
church office or handed to Glenda Schnirring)   
 

New members will be received at both services on 
October 8. 
 

Being a member of the St. Philip's congregation is a 
wonderful experience. Membership is highly 
encouraged so that full friendships and relationships 
of caring and prayer can develop and felt. Please 
direct any questions about membership to Pastor 
Geier, or Glenda Schnirring of the Fellowship Team. 
It is appreciated to know if you are planning to attend 
the sessions by informing the church office manager, 
at 651-437-6541 or Glenda Schnirring at 651-437-
6246 or by an e-mail to gleners@embarqmail.com.  
 

 
JOIN THE 500 CARD CLUB which meets on the 
third Saturday of the month (September-May, 
excluding 
December) at 
6:30 pm. 
Couples and 
singles are 
welcome.  
Questions? 
call Pat Kohn 
at 651-428-
6065.  Sign up 
on the kiosk. 
 

Denny and 
Pat Kohn 
along with 
their grandsons, Nick and Jack performed a skit to 
invite participants to the 500 Card Club. 
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15th ANNUAL BAKE SALE AND SOUP LUNCH - 
Save the date - Saturday, November 18, 10 am-1:30 
pm in the Fellowship Hall at the church. 
 

Make plans now to attend this wonderful pre-holiday 
event. The bake sale begins at 10 am and the lunch 
and soup take-out begins at 10:30 am.  Once again, 
three varieties of soup will be offered.  The bake sale 
will consist of traditional American goodies, plenty of 
Scandinavian treats (including lefse) and canned 
goods made from local gardens. 
 

Sign-up sheets for lefse making will be available in 
early October and in early November there will be 
sign-ups for working in the kitchen for food prep on 
Friday, November 17 at 9:00 am, and for working the 
day of the sale.  This is a great opportunity for fun 
and fellowship. 
 

Baked goods may be delivered to the church up until 
7:00 pm on Friday, November 17 or before 9:00 am 
on Saturday, November 18.  It's time now to begin 
perusing your cookbooks. 
 

Make plans now to be either a shopper or worker or 
contributor at this popular event at St. Philip's 
Lutheran Church. The proceeds go towards the 
mission of the church - Bible Story Books for three 
year olds, Bibles for 3rd graders, a Scholarship for a 
high school girl in Tanzania, Feed My Starving 
Children, and Support of Youth Mission Projects.  Be 
a part of the action! 
 

 
RALLY DAY - September 10, we’re celebrating the 
return of 2 worship services and school-year 
programming! Sunday School and Confirmation 
teachers will be blessed at each worship service.  
Please join us between services (9:30-10:30 am) for 
packing backpacks for Lutheran World Relief, bounce 
house, obstacle course, crafts, and more! 
Registration for Sunday School will also be available. 
Also, don’t forget to bring your backpacks for a 
special blessing! 
 

 
BLESS THE BACKPACKS - 
Bring your backpacks, 
briefcases, work bags—any 
tools for learning and work—for 
a special blessing on 
September 10. This will 
happen at both services. You’ll 
also receive a special pack of 
blessing cards to pass on! 

Sunday School Minute 
 

Does the mention of Sunday School invoke warm 
memories of Bible songs, graham crackers, and 
coloring sheets? It might.  Or maybe you remember 
the people who taught you—from youth to 
grandparents taking their time Sunday mornings to 
share their faith and the stories of the Bible. There’s 
always the chance you didn’t grow up in a church 
family and Sunday School is a bit of a mystery.  
 

At St. Philip’s, Sunday School is about our 
congregation taking the promises we make during 
baptisms seriously. We promise, as a congregation 
and church family, to provide for Christian education 
and support families to do the same. Every time we 
celebrate a new child of God, we renew these 
promises and through things like Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Bible Study, VBS, and more, we do our 
best to faithfully see them through. 
 

The heart of Sunday School circles around 
relationship building, faith education, and fellowship. 
That’s right, relationships first. Our mighty God is all 
about relationships—He wants to know us and wants 
us to know Him. In our brief time together Sunday 
mornings, that’s our first big goal—know each other 
as children of God. Yes, learning the Bible stories and 
building a base of knowledge are also so important—
and we do that, but knowing the Sunday School 
teacher and fellow students as safe people to go to 
for support, for asking questions, for celebrating, for 
grieving—those are the pieces that change ‘church’ 
from a building to a family.  
 

So, why Sunday School? Come for the Bible stories, 
for sure. We’ll learn them, we’ll sing them, we’ll 
practice and act them out until every child can tell you 
why Father Abraham and his many sons matter in our 
history. We’ll learn about Jesus and the shared 
heritage that binds us all together in faith and grace 
and love. There will be more, though. We’ll laugh 
together. We’ll pray together. On our best days and 
our hard days, we’ll hold tight to one another and 
build each other up. We’ll get frustrated with each 
other. We’ll forgive each other. Come for the 
crackers…stay for the family. 
 

Stephanie Becken  
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  
 

 

SEPTEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL DETAILS: 
September 17*     9:35-10:25 am     Adam and Eve    
*First day* 
September 24     9:35-10:25 am     The First Sin 
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WORSHIP TIME CAN BE CHALLENGING WHEN 
YOU’RE LITTLE…Some things that might help: 
 
Worship Helpers 
Check out the new additions just outside the Narthex 
to be taken with your child for worship time. Not only 
have the busy bags been updated, but new 
‘challenge boxes’ have been added. The challenge 
boxes are for ages 3 and up and contain more 
complex puzzles and building tools (small parts, too, 
so definitely for 3 and up). Children learn in so many 
different ways and this is just one more tool to help 
young people stay engaged through worship. 
 
Bibles in the Pews 
Have you seen the children’s Bibles in the pews? 
They are there for everyone to use and open!  
 
Narthex Toys 
Kids make noise and babies cry—these are things we 
can count on. As a church family, we want to support 
families in worship and respect their needs. If this 
means parents feel they need to step out with their 
children at certain times, there are toys and a quiet 
play area right outside the sanctuary doors. You’ll be 
able to hear worship and join in as you feel 
comfortable. The center doors of the sanctuary are 
the best for exiting and reentry (they slide). 
 
More Ideas 
Do you have ideas and suggestions on how to 
support families during worship? Please let someone 
on the Faith Formation Ministry Team know. Every 
family is different and it’s our hope that families can 
worship together in ways that serve their faith needs 
best.  
 

 
FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY TEAM IS 
CHANGING - As with all ministry teams, there are 
times when members engage and when they need to 
step back for different reasons. The Faith Formation 
Ministry Team has been blessed with dedicated long-
term members.  We are also excited to welcome a 
group of new members. If you have ideas, thoughts, 
concerns about children, youth, and family ministries, 
please feel welcome to contact any of the following 
Faith Formation Ministry Team members: Beckie 
Shorter, Carol Hellen, Tami Bernt, Jessica Mauer, 
Tiffany Stewart, Kyle Kreuser or Becky Kaphing.  

 

 

 

PRAY AND PLAY FOR YOUNG FAMILIES - Starting 
September 17, (first day of 
Sunday School), families with 
infants and toddlers are invited 
for Pray and Play—a fellowship 
and learning time especially geared for our youngest 
ones and their parents. Led by Tiffany Stewart and 
her young son, Jameson, this group will meet in the 
Narthex near the toy cart for a laid back time of Bible 

stories, a small craft and 
snacks at 9:35 am. This will 
be a great time to meet other 
families with young children 
and share some fun in early 

faith formation. Please contact Stephanie Becken if 
you have any questions. 
 

 
PARENT PROJECTS - Last year, you probably saw 
Carol Hellen hanging out in the Narthex area with 
things like cards, timelines, and other projects. These 
‘parent projects’ were designed and set into motion 
by Carol, who, as part of faith formation, was working 
on helping parents of Sunday School students and 
other church family connect and build relationships. 
This year, Carol will once again be in the Narthex 
area (usually near the office) helping making 
connections through hands on projects. So join in! 
Meet someone new, make something special, and 
build the connections that help build family. All it 
takes is dropping by Sunday mornings during the 
education hour (9:35-10:25 am). 
 

 
SERVANT ROAD 2018 MISSION TRIP TO THE 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - Information Session  
Dates: 7-22-18 through 7-29-2018 

 

Servant Road, an 
ecumenical nonprofit that 
organizes international 
mission trips for Hastings 
youth age 14 and older, is 
hosting an information 

meeting Thursday, September 7 at 6:30 pm at Our 
Saviour's Lutheran Church, 400 9th Street West, 
Hastings. 
 
Applications, fundraising opportunities and project 
information will be available. 
 
For more information, contact Cary Nygaard at 651-
231-8479 or email Cary at cgn327@gmail.com.  
 

tel:%28651%29%20231-8479
tel:%28651%29%20231-8479
mailto:cgn327@gmail.com
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Teen Talk  
 

Hello my teenager friends. You’re back to school, or 
will be soon. It might be something you’ve looked 
forward to, or you might dread every day. I hope your 
school year is filled with purpose, learning, and 
meaningful experiences. You’ll be great. 
 

Each one of you is precious—valuable, prized, dear, 
valued, loved, beloved, important, treasured, 
cherished (yay thesaurus app). As you walk through 
your days, remember this about yourself and the 
ones around you. Your best friend who brought you 
ice cream—precious. That kid that bugs you and 
makes you nuts—precious. The one that is mean and 
foulmouthed—precious. The awkward one that only 
seems to make their situation worse—precious. You? 
Precious.  
 

Consider how you might treat someone who is 
precious (this includes you). You’d be careful. You 
would be thoughtful and take an extra moment to 
make sure you won’t cause damage. You’d build up 
this precious spirit—equipping them to be happy, 
healthy, strong, capable, and helpful. You might even 
speak up when another is mistreating such an 
important and cherished person.  
 

In a world that cuts and shames, see God and see 
God’s precious children. Embrace the fact that you 
are one…and are surrounded by them. It might not be 
easy, but you can do it. You’ll be great! 
 

 
SEPTEMBER CONFIRMATION DATES (please note 
new starting time this year) 
 

September 6:    6:45-7:45 pm 
September 13:   6:45-7:45 pm 
September 20:   6:45-7:45 pm 
September 27:   6:45-7:45 pm 

 

 
FAITH STATEMENTS 
CONTINUE TO INSPIRE 
Julia Herber presented her 
well received faith statement 
to the congregation on 
August 13. St. Philip's young 
people anticipating their fall 
Confirmation are asked to 
write and share their faith in 
their own words. It's a 
special time in the worship 
service for everyone.  

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY   
September 24 during the 10:30 am worship service. 
This special time of affirming baptism will include our 
10th graders for a special blessing as they begin 
adulthood in our church family. Our 10th graders will 
also be visiting our Sunday School classrooms as 
well, to be encouragers for all of the kiddos. 
 
A note for 10th grade Confirmation Families whose 
students will be confirmed September 24: 
 

 The 10th grade workshop day is September 23rd 
3:00-7:00. Students will be making their stoles 
during this time, so it’s very important they are 
present. We will also be taking professional 
pictures during this time. A family dinner will be 
served at 5:30. More information will be coming 
about all of this, but please make plans now to 
save this date. 

 

 Please plan to be at St. Philip’s at 9:30 for robes 
and stoles. This is also a great time for pictures. 

 

 Please invite people special to your student 
including grandparents, baptismal sponsors, and 
mentors. 

 

 
HEY STUDENTS! Are you playing a sport? Do you 
perform with a group? Are you in 
a school play? Let Pastor 
Geier know! 
 
I would love the opportunity to see you and support 
you in all of your various endeavors, not just for the 

time our paths cross at worship 
and confirmation. I want to get to 
know and appreciate the whole 
you. If you let me know your 

schedules, I will do my very best to make to at least 
one event to cheer you on! 
 

 
LOCAL MISSION CELEBRATION - Join the St. Paul 
Area Synod to learn more about local mission in our 
synod.  Pastor Peter Hanson of Christ the King and 
Mission Developer Ana Becerra of Cristo Rey will be 
the keynote speakers for the evening as they share 
the mutual partnership.  Worship together, enjoy food 
from around the world and get to know more about 
the local mission and partnership happening outside 
of your church doors.   
 
Saturday, September 23 at Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 1900 7th Street in New Brighton, 4:00-7:00 
pm. 
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AMNICON RECAP - St. Philip’s and Camp 
AMNICON have had a warm relationship for many 
years, and August 9-12 a new crop of senior high 
students learned why. For four days, six students 
from St. Philip’s and Hastings hit the water, canoeing 
and camping along the Flambeau River in Wisconsin. 
This time also included a worship service with a 
roaring bonfire on the shores of Lake Superior in 
pouring rain. Rain was a definite part of our trip, but 
just ask the kids about that rain and they’ll tell you…it 
was amazing. Every rain drop was pretty special (and 
thankfully stopped after the second day). AMNICON’s 
theme this year was ‘Be Real, Be Challenged, Be 
Changed’.  The unique personalities of the youth 
brought realness to every moment. Between the rain, 
portaging, and great outdoors, we were definitely 
challenged. Our faith was challenged, too. Reflections 
on Psalms led to discussion—and disagreement. 
How can people of God disagree? We disagreed with 
gentleness, questions, kindness, and always with our 
hearts toward God for guidance. And changed…it’s 
always the hope every time youth gather that there 
will be a meaningful time of reflection and closeness 
to God. More than once, with every young person, the 
quiet moments of reflection were taken and 
respected. There were some particularly excellent 
spots—hidden bogs, huge boulders, frog puddles and 
more that lent to quiet reflection and space. Friends 
leaned on one another, took quiet moments with each 
other, and shared the burdens of hard work and also 
of whatever might have been on their minds. I hope 
there was change…if not yet, then there were 
definitely seeds planted.  For sure the Holy Spirit was 
present--the wind at our backs and an ever present 
spark for joy. This trip happened thanks to the 
generosity of the St. Philip’s church family—thank you 
so much for your love, prayers, and endless support 
for youth ministry.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canoers and Campers:  Sydni Nelson, Kaitlyn 
Walderon, Kira Welshons, Justin Hoffbeck, 
Travis Preston, Josh Tank (an AMNICON junior 
guide and St. Philip’s member) and Stephanie 
Becken (not pictured) 
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ADULT FORUM FALL 2017 SCHEDULE - The Adult 

Spiritual Growth Committee has planned a very 

exciting set of programs for this fall. We'll start with 

Dan Retka offering a look into what a possible trip to 

Holden Village in the north Cascade Mountains of 

central Washington might be like. We'll observe the 

500th anniversary of the Reformation with a series on  

"Martin Luther and His Times - a Reformation 

Overview" led by Jennie Orr Thomas followed by a 

one-day program (or two-day, depending on outcome 

of Jennie's meeting with Stephanie's group and 

Pastor's input) on the Bible and Luther's theology for 

confirmation parents. Finally a six-session series on 

Human Suffering and the Bible with Pastor Geier will 

lead us into the Christmas season celebration. 

 
 

FALL SCHEDULE 

Sundays at 9:40 am in the Learning Room 
 

DATE TOPIC LEADER 

9-3 No Adult Form  

9-10 Visiting Holden Village Dan Retka 

 What, Where, Why, How and When 

9-17 Martin Luther and His Times Jennie Orr 

  Thomas 

9-24 Martin Luther’s Theology Jennie Orr  

  Thomas 

10-1 Martin Luther and Controversy Jennie Orr 

  Thomas and Pastor Geier 

10-8 The Reformation after Luther Jennie Orr

  Thomas 

10-15 Confirmation and the Bible Pastor Geier 

10-22 No Adult Forum 

10-29 Reformation Sunday Pastor Geier 

11-5 Human Suffering and the Bible Pastor Geier 

 Introduction and Overview 

11-12  Human Suffering and the Bible Pastor Geier 

 The Power of Negative Thinking 

11-19 Human Suffering and the Bible Pastor Geier 

 Suffering for Others 

11-26 No Adult Forum 

12-3 Human Suffering and the Bible Pastor Geier 

 God, Job and the Counselors 

12-10 Human Suffering and the Bible Pastor Geier 

 What’s New in the New Testament? 

12-17 Human Suffering and the Bible Pastor Geier 

 Comfort and Hope 

12-24 No Adult Forum 

12-25 No Adult Forum 
 

BIBLE READINGS FROM THE NARRATIVE 
LECTIONARY FOR SEPTEMBER - Our second year 
of using the Narrative Lectionary will be using the 
readings for Year 4, which like last year, begins with 
readings from Genesis and then works through the 
Old Testament and then continues with the Gospel of 
John beginning in December. Using the Narrative 
Lectionary helps us to better understand a linear 
timeline of God’s faithfulness to God’s people.  
 

September 3 Revelation 21:1-6, 22:1-5 
September 10  Genesis 1:1—2:4a   
 Creation by the Word  
September 17  Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14   
 Binding of Isaac 
September 24  Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17 
 Jacob’s Dream  

 

 
WEDNESDAY MORNING FALL ADULT 
EDUCATION BEGINS SEPTEMBER 13  
How did the Bible get the books it has?  

 Who wrote it?  

 What sort of things do we consider when we 
read it?  

 

Come join a time of fellowship and learning on 
Wednesday mornings at 10:00 am with Pastor Geier 
as we explore how we ended up with the Bible we 
have. We will be meeting for five weeks beginning 
September 13 and meeting through October 11. Our 
topics include: 
 

September 13  Formation of the Pentateuch 
September 20  Formation of the Old Testament 
September 27  Formation of the New Testament  
 Part 1 
October 4   Formation of the New Testament 
 Part 2 
October 11  Biblical Criticism 
 

Come join the conversation! 
 

 
VISITING HOLDEN VILLAGE:  Who, What, Where, 
When and Why - Adult Spiritual Growth will present 
an informational meeting on a summer 2018 trip to 
Holden Village.  Perhaps you’ve heard of Holden, the 
Lutheran camp in the beautiful Cascade Mountains of 
Washington, and want to know more - maybe you 
even have been there in the past and have dreamed 
of going back.  Well, here’s your opportunity to find 
out the answers to the 5 W’s listed here and see if 
this trip might be of interest to you and your family.  
Come with your questions.   Mark Sunday September 
10 on your calendar for this ASG meeting between 
services.  See you there! 
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DIAPERS, GLITTER GLUE, AND UNEXPECTED 
LESSONS IN STEWARDSHIP 

By Alexandra Benson 

In between undergrad and seminary, I spent a year 
serving with Urban Servant Corps, a Lutheran full-
time volunteer program in Denver, Colorado. I lived in 
intentional community with fourteen other volunteers, 
and together we grappled with questions about social 
justice, spirituality, and simple, sustainable living. 

 

Life as a full-time volunteer can easily be perceived 
as one of scarcity, but, to my surprise, I discovered 
great abundance: an abundance of joy, love, 
hospitality, and inspiring generosity. I learned most 
about what it means to live generously in my time 
serving at a women’s shelter in inner city Denver. 
Although it wasn’t so much on my mind at the time, I 
now realize that stewardship was in many ways the 
sustaining force behind much of the work we were 
able to do. Stewardship showed up in unexpected 
places and in unexpected ways, refreshing reminders 
of God’s abundant grace and mercy in the midst of 
some of the world’s most broken realities. 
 

Visions of Stewardship 
Stewardship looked like the retired high school 
teacher who volunteered his time every Monday and 
Tuesday to share of his trove of wisdom and 
unquenchable passion for youth and their families. It 
looked like the nurse who showed up on her days off 
each week with armfuls of picture books or Play-Doh 
because, “our kids will just love these.” Stewardship 
was embodied by the Lutheran church group who 
volunteered to cook and serve lunch one Wednesday 
each month and made everyone’s day with a fresh 
salad and warm brownie. 

 

Stewardship looked like the shelter’s major donors 
who helped sustain salaries and made the 
construction of our beautiful building possible, with its 
sunlit café dining room, well-stocked art studio, 
rooftop garden and playground. Thanks to their 
generosity, the building was not an overcrowded, 
gloomy shelter but a warm haven of hospitality. 

 

Stewardship of a different kind showed up in the 
dedicated volunteers who returned week after week 

to read books and hold babies, to teach computer 
classes and lead art lessons, to organize the free 
clothing boutique and help stock the food pantry with 
boxes of Cheerios and cans of peaches. 

 

Stewardship showed up in coloring books and tubes 
of glitter glue, tubs of Legos and plastic kitchen sets 
that were donated to the children’s area, helping to 
create a safe place for kids to play and to learn. 
Stewardship looked like baby blankets knit by faithful 
church women and boxes and boxes of diapers 
collected by the local elementary school. 

 

Stewardship provided piles of backpacks and stacks 
of spiral bound notebooks just in time for the school 
year. Stewardship was behind neatly wrapped 
Christmas presents and plastic Easter eggs filled with 
jellybeans, Halloween costumes and sparkly Prom 
dresses that brought a sense of normalcy to 
occasions that for our clients could become painful 
reminders of what was not available to them. 

 

Perhaps most profoundly, stewardship was embodied 
by clients and former clients who had once been the 
recipients of such generosity: the fierce, strong 
women who knew what it was like to care for young 
children when they didn’t have a stable place to call 
home, women who had faced head-on the crippling 
reality of mental illness and addiction, women who 
had made mistakes, and women who had been faced 
with a nearly impossible battle from day one. These 
women showed up with baby clothes outgrown by 
their own children, strollers that they no longer 
needed, and books that were ready to be shared. 
Stewardship showed up in information sharing: the 
advice from one mother to another about where to 
find affordable family housing, how to navigate the 
public transportation system, or where to find a hot 
meal on the weekends. 

 

My Urban Servant Corps journey led me to confront 
the painful realities of homelessness and poverty but 
also invited me to experience what it means to give 
generously out of God’s promise of abundance. To be 
a faithful steward is to recognize God's abundance 
among us and to seek out ways to creatively share 
these gifts with the broader community. This 
courageous generosity, in its many forms, speaks 
words of hope to God’s children: “I see you. You 
matter. And you are so dearly loved.” 

 

Alexandra Benson is an M.Div. student at Luther 
Seminary and a graduate of Concordia College in 
Moorhead, Minnesota. She currently serves as the 
Program Assistant and Editorial Fellow for the Center for 
Stewardship Leaders. 

http://www.urbanservantcorps.org/
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VIA DE CRISTO RETREAT - Is the time right to grow 
and reflect on God's love and grace?  Via De Cristo 
("The Way of Christ") is a retreat geared to adults 
who are looking for that extra something to renew 
oneself, to fill oneself, and to grow in that which we 
already claim:  God's overwhelming love for us. 
 
By spending three days in retreat at the host church 
you will experience a boatload of food-for-thought and 
reflection. It comes via the sharings of lay and 
pastoral folks, new friendship forming, music, 
storytelling, varied activities, and lots of laughter!  
 
As is the usual retreat format, you will eat (special 
diets accommodated) and sleep (cots provided) at the 
host church. The next weekend for men to share in 
the retreat experience is Thursday night September 
21 - Sunday afternoon September 24 at St. Steven's 
Lutheran Church in West St Paul.  Women will have 
their turn to experience the retreat Thursday night 
September 28 - Sunday afternoon October 1 also at 
St. Stevens Lutheran Church.  All ages and life 
journeys find their way to Via De Cristo.  Come join 
the celebration! 
 
More detailed information is available on a St. Philip's 
hallway bulletin board, by contacting Paul or Carol 
Hellen (437-1702), by speaking with Pastor Geier or 
by visiting with any member who has previously 
attended a Via De Cristo weekend.  The weekend 
donation, if you choose, is $35.  Otherwise join the 
group for free! 
 
As Martin Luther might frame it:  "It is most certainly 
true" that you will enjoy and highly value your 
weekend retreat experience -- growing amidst God's 
grace and love! 
 

 
FALL INTO GREAT MUSIC AT ST. PHILIP’S!   
 

Come and Sing! 
 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsals have 
begun on Tuesday evenings at 7:10 
pm.  Adult and high school singers are 
welcome to join this group of singers! 
More voices are always needed to fill 
up the space in our beautiful worship 
space. All are welcome.  Not sure? 
Come to a rehearsal and check it out!   
 

 
 
 

Children, Come and Sing! 
 

The Children’s Choir Fall Gathering and first 
rehearsal for children in grades 
2 through 7 will be held on 
Wednesday, September 6 at 
5:15 pm.  We will sing and eat 
pizza!  Parents may pick up 
their singers at about 6:20 pm.  
Registration forms are available 

on the music bulletin board for those who did not 
receive a form via email.  Please call director Ellen 
Diischer (home 480-2106, cell 470-6160) for more 
information or if you need a ride to or from the 
gathering. Come and get those M&M’s!  (Because 
you will be a Minister of Music!) 
 
Children in pre-school, kindergarten, and in grade 1 
are invited to join the 
Cherub Choir.  The first 
rehearsal for this choir will 
be held on Wednesday, 
September 6 at 5:15 pm.    
Director Rene Lind is waiting to greet all of the 
singers!  Registration forms may be filled out at the 
first rehearsal.   
 

Come and Ring! 
 

The Handbell ministry of St. Philip’s will begin in 
September! 

Adult Handbells will begin regular 
rehearsals on Monday, 
September 11 at 7:30 pm.  
Ringers in this choir are 
adults (with and without 
previous ringing experience) 
and high school students 
(by invitation or audition).  Please 
contact Ellen Diischer if you are a new ringer and 
would like to be part of this group.  
 
Youth Chime / Handbell Choir will begin rehearsals in 
September. Ringers in this choir are 
youth in grades 4-9 who have some or 
no previous ringing experience.  New 
ringers are welcome to Come and Ring!” 
Please contact director Ellen Diischer if 
you are interested in being part of this 
great group of kids. A rehearsal time will 
be determined by survey of the ringers, so please let 
Ellen know ASAP if you would like to be a part of this 
group.   
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REFLECTIONS ON CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP - 
I love slow-cooked meat.  Grilled, smoked, or 
simmered in the crock pot all day long, there’s 
nothing like some delicious, falling-off-the-bone ribs 
or juicy pulled pork (are you hungry yet?).  There’s 
just one thing: these meals take time.  I recently 
learned a new recipe for pork carnitas that is 
delicious, but requires cooking the pork in three 
different ways over the course of three hours.  You 
can’t rush this stuff.  If I was having a busy day and 
thought, “Well, three hours at 325 degrees can’t be all 
that different from an hour and a half at 650, maybe I 
can get this cooked in half the time (OK, most ovens 
won’t go that high, just bear with me),” I’d 
be…disappointed by the results, likely to resemble 
tree bark more than a succulent dinner.   
 
One of the core insights of the contemporary worship 
movement, from its very beginning, is that some 
things take time.  It is part of the character of 
contemporary worship services to offer a block time 
for musical praise, allowing for the slow, difficult 
process of reorienting our hearts, releasing the 
tensions, temptations, and idols we carried into the 
sanctuary and turning our focus to the God who is 
above all and worthy of our full attention.  Much like in 
practices of meditation, there is often a period of 
distraction when entering into worship, a period that 
requires time to move through.  Many people have 
found that the use of extended times of musical 
praise allows for a deep attitude of reverence and 
surrender to take hold, and with it a greater 
awareness of the presence of the Spirit who is always 
at work. 
 
In this way, contemporary worship offers one tool for 
spiritual experience.  It is not the only one, simply one 
that has been meaningful to many Christians.  With 
that in mind, as we begin celebrating our 
contemporary second service again this fall, we will 
be trying to offer a longer period of music—a block of 
songs early in the service to let our spirits marinate in 
the power and glory of God and the reality of God’s 
love for us.  This doesn’t mean the service will be 
longer, or that we will have less time for communion, 
prayer, or the Word.  It only means that the music will 
be gathered together from shorter bits throughout the 
service into fewer, longer portions.  It is my hope that 
this practice proves meaningful for those who attend, 
and that we can all encourage one another to turn our 
hearts and minds to our Creator. 

 
Joel Hinck 
Director of Contemporary Worship 
 

FUN TIMES AT GREEN LAKE FAMILY CAMP! 
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Standing around the convention’s Baptismal font 
are Sue Cruse, Beth Fahlstrom, Glenda 

Schnirring, Barb Jorenby, Camille Nelson, Darla 
Kimmes and Patty Todnem 

ST. PHILIP’S WOMEN OF THE ELCA (WELCA) 
ATTENDS NATIONAL TRIENNIAL - Under the 
theme "all anew" the 10th Triennial  gathering of  
3,380 Lutheran women from thirteen countries 
gathered at the Minneapolis Convention Center  July 
13-16 to be inspired and rededicate themselves to 
justice and caring for one's neighbor around the 
globe.  
 

Attending from St. Philip's were Sue Cruse, Patty 
Todnem, Darla Kimmes, Glenda Schnirring for the 
entire convention with Camille Nelson. Barb Jorenby 
and Beth Fahlstrom joined the group for some of the 
sessions. 
 

A high energy opening worship service led by ELCA 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was greatly enjoyed. Other 
speakers and exhibits and experiential opportunities 
made the convention very memorable. Current 
leaders of the national organization had planned an 
excellent convention, with new leadership introduced 
who will plan the 2020 gathering in Phoenix, Arizona. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

LUTHERAN NIGHT AT THE TWINS - On a beautiful  

Sue Cruse, Patty Todnem and Darla Kimmes 
chose to participate in an early morning physical 
event called "Run, Rock and Roll" in the Loring 

Park area of Minneapolis 

Attending the 
Triennial from her 
home in Casper, 

Wyoming, was Diane 
Frederick, wife of 
former St. Philip's 

pastor, Ed Frederick. 
Diane served on the 

WELCA national 
board some years 

past. 

The celebratory 
nature of the 

worship services 
were inspiring 

and memorable. 
Processionals 

and recessionals 
by the Women 
Leaders from 

many countries 
and synods along 

with National 
Bishop Eaton, St. 
Paul Bishop Lull 
and Minneapolis 

Bishop Ann 
Svennungsen 

were a blessing 
to the convention. 

This banner expressed in more than the English 
language was the focus of the entire Triennial 
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LUTHERAN NIGHT AT THE TWINS - On August 8 
evening, fifty two of St. Philip's members and their 
friends cheered the Minnesota Twins onto an 11-4 
victory over the Milwaukee Brewers. Lutheran night is 
observed once every season with direct invitations 
extended to Lutheran congregations to enjoy a game 
at a discounted price and participate in the musical 
opening and the throwing of the first pitch. St. Philip's 
participates every year with at least 50 attendees. 
 
 
  
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raul Jackson's family occupied eleven 
seats as they enjoyed the game 

Jim Zeimet is a Cardinal's fan but always goes to 
Lutheran night because of his love for baseball 

Carrie and Tim Meier attended 
Lutheran night for the first time 

with visiting parents 

Pastor Geier and Tim Preston 
enjoy the game together 

Beth Fahlstrom saw to it that a photo was taken of 
St. Philip's listed on the list of attending 

congregations on Lutheran Night 

Merle and Eloise Arndtson with 
daughter Kari 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 

   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

Joel Hinck, Director of Contemporary Worship 

   joelh@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministries 

   stephanieb@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 

 johnd@splchastings.org 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.splchastings.org 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Service Times: 

Summer Worship Service September 3 at 9:30 am  

Beginning September 10 Worship Services at 8:30 and 

10:30 am 

Holy Communion offered every Sunday   

 

 

 

 

 

St. Philip's Lutheran 

Church 

1401 West 15th Street 

Hastings, MN  55033 

**Address Service 

Requested 

TIME-DATED 

MATERIAL 

mailto:joelh@splchastings.org

